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Clover Schools Alumni Named Scholarship Honoring  

Mrs. Evelyn Getty Edmunds 

A 1946 graduate of Clover High School, Mrs. Evelyn Gettys Edmunds has devoted her life to the support 
and improvement of agriculture and animal husbandry at the local, state, and national level.  In addition to 
her turkey farm, Mrs. Edmunds has worked diligently to breed and raise Angus cattle for many years.   She 
became active in cattle and farm groups during a time when only men served in such organizations. Mrs. 
Edmunds was the first woman director and treasurer of the South Carolina Cattlemen’s Association.   She 
also served as director and secretary of the South Carolina Angus Association, delegate for the South 
Carolina Poultry Commission, and director and financial services chairman for South Carolina Farm Bureau.  

On a national level, Mrs. Edmunds served as delegate for the American 
Angus Association for eleven years.  In 2015, Mrs. Edmunds was 
presented the Order of the Palmetto by Governor Nikki Haley.   In 
honor of her dedication to agriculture and animal husbandry, the 
family of Evelyn Gettys Edmunds has established a Clover Schools 
Alumni Association Scholarship in her honor for students who have 
shown promise in agricultural and animal husbandry activities both 
inside and outside of school. The first scholarship in her honor was 
presented on May 19, 2022 to Kayleigh Moses. 

Kayleigh Moses 
Like Mrs. Edmund, Kayleigh Moses knows a great deal about agriculture, animals 
and the importance of hard work. She has been an active member of Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) through her time at Clover High volunteering her time 
to FFA activities such as Samaritan’s Purse, the animal shelter food drive, the 
Salvation Army angel tree, the CHS barn clean-up and the swine show clinic. She 
was a Clover High School farm day leader and worked with the elementary 
school farm animal stations all four years at Clover High.  She has also been an 
active member of the York County 4-H club.  She has been part of the Just 
Kiddin’ Around Goat Club and the South Carolina Meat Goat Project. In addition 
to these activities, Kayleigh is member of the South Carolina Christmas Tree 
Association and the Clover High FFA Livestock judging team. She earned the 
Greenland degree, the FFA Chapter degree and was named outstanding 
freshman during her first year at Clover High.  She earned second overall in the South Carolina Agricultural 
Eduction Career Development Event during her eleventh-grade year.  She will attend Winthrop University 
in the fall to pursue a degree in teaching. 
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Mikayla Metzler 

Academically, Mikayla is in the top three percent of her class.  She is an active 
member of the Air Force Junior ROTC where she has served as wing 
commander, flight commander, academic team commander, and vice president 
of communications.  In addition, she is part of the Kitty Hawk Air Society where 
she has served as operations officer and vice commander.  She has received the 
cadet of the month award, the Air Force Association Award, and the 
distinguished cadet award.  Mikayla plans to attend Clemson University in the 
fall to pursue a degree in geology.

Caroline Richards 

Academically, Caroline is in the top six percent of her class.  She has been an 
active member of the Future Farmers of America (FFA) during her time at 
Clover High and currently serves as vice president of the organization.  She 
has volunteered her time to FFA sponsored activities such as Rideability 
Therapeutic Riding Center, elementary farm day, and Clover High barn 
clean-up.  She participated in the South Carolina Farm Bureau Youth 
Leadership convention during her junior and senior years.  She has been 
active in Girl Scouts for many years and has been elected Girl Scout national 
delegate for the past three years. She plans to attend Clemson University in 
the fall to pursue a degree in general engineering.

Savannah Mellon 

Academically, Savannah is in the top two percent of her class.  She was a junior 
marshal and currently serves as a student ambassador at Clover High.  She is on 
the leadership board for the Interact Club and the leadership team for the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  Savannah is a member of the National Honor 
Society and the French Honor Society.  She is captain of the Clover girls’ varsity 
soccer team and the Charlotte Independence soccer club and has received the 
Kayla Mobley Memorial Scholarship.  In addition to these activities and honors, 
she was selected to serve on the Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas’ sports medicine 
staff for the 2021 game.  She will attend Converse University in the fall to pursue 
a degree in biology.

If you or someone you know will have a senior graduating in the 2022-2023 school year, please encourage them to apply 
for the Clover Schools Alumni Scholarships.  Merit scholarships are given based on achievement, service, and leadership.  
The scholarship honoring Mrs. Evelyn Gettys Edmunds in given based on achievement, service, and leadership with 
preference given to those students who have participated in areas of agriculture and animal husbandry both inside and 
outside of school.  Scholarship forms are available on the alumni webpage at https://www.clover.k12.sc.us/Page/13432 
beginning in November.  In addition, forms may also be obtained through the guidance office at Clover High School.

https://www.clover.k12.sc.us/Page/13432
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Your donations certainly make a 
difference.  Since 2019, the Clover 
Schools Alumni Association has 
awarded e leven scholarsh ips 
totaling $16,500.00. Each year, 
students graduating during Winter 
and Spring will have the opportunity 
to apply for the Clover Schools 
Alumni Scholarships. All scholarship 
applications submitted are evaluated 
in the spring. Scholarships are 

awarded to students attending two-
year and four-year institutions as well as students 
obtaining technical or industry certification. 
Please consider donating to the Clover Schools Alumni 
Scholarship Fund.  Donations may be made through 
PayPal, by completing and mailing the donation form 
found at www.clover.k12.sc.us/Page/13433, or by 
returning the donation form at the end of the 
newsletter to the Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship 
Fund at 604 Bethel Street.  The Clover Schools Alumni 
Association is a 501(c)(3) eligible (charitable) 
organization.

2019
Catherine Faulkner

$1,000.00

2020
Cody Cook
$1,500.00

2020
Samuel Gossett
$1,500.00

2022 Graduates 

Join the Clover Schools Alumni Association Today!

The Clover Schools Alumni Association is 
proud of the class of 2022.  We wish to 
extend our congratulations to you and 
encourage you to become part of the 
Alumni Association. Since our organization 
opened in February 2018, nearly 1,200 
alumni have singed into the database. 
Joining the association is easy. Paper data 
forms may be picked up at the Clover School District 
O f fi c e o r d o w n l o a d e d f r o m o u r w e b s i t e a t 
clover.k12.sc.us/alumni (under the alumni database 
registration tab), by calling the alumni office at 
803-810-8027, or by submitting information online at the 
web address above.  In addition, the QR code provided 
may be scanned using your cell phone to join the 
organization.  We hope you will join our efforts as we 
work together to connect alumni, school, and community! 
Please help us spread the word!   

2021
Alina Tomko
$1,500.00

2021
Meg Stepko
$1,000.00

2021
Drew Jackson
$1,000.00

2021
Andrew Leatherwood

$1,000.00

Fundraising Updates 

Thank you for your support! 

Each year, the Clover Schools Alumni Association 
works to raise funds for student scholarships.  The 
association holds a football seating/parking raffle 
in June and July. From August until February, 
board members can be seen working the 50/50 
raffle at the football and basketball games. This 
year, the association added an additional event 
called “Dining for Dollars” at the First United 
Methodist Church. Each of our fundraisers have 
been a success and the association would like to 
thank everyone for their participation. Because of 
you, the association raised $6,771.00 this year 
from the events listed. We hope you will continue 
to support our fundraising efforts in the future.

http://www.clover.k12.sc.us/Page/13433
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Clover High School
Type to enter text

Graduation as Usual 

For the first time in two years, Clover High seniors were able to 
participate in an indoor graduation ceremony.  The 2022 class took 
the stage at Winthrop Coliseum as the largest graduating class in 
Clover High history with 526 seniors graduating this spring and 97 
graduating at the winter ceremony.   

Within this class, 19 students elected to join various branches of the 
military. In addition, the Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
programs at Clover High graduated 202 CTE program completers. 
This is impressive since graduating students who are college and 
career ready is a big part of the profile of a graduate in South 
Carolina.  

Clover High School seniors received an impressive $13.3 million in 
scholarship funds this year, and the Clover Schools Alumni 
Associat ion is 
proud to be part 
of that figure.  

T h e C l o v e r 
Schools Alumni 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
would l ike to 
congratulate the 
class of 2022!  
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Although he graduated from Walter Bickett High School in 
Monroe, North Carolina, Joe Gordon was definitely a Clover Blue 
Eagle at heart.   When he and his wife, Kay, moved to Clover in 
1971, they knew it would be their forever home.   Mr. Gordon 
quickly became part of the Clover School District family as he 
became assistant principal of Clover High School in 1971. In 1974, 
he was named principal of Clover High School and would remain 
in that position until 1980.  During his tenure, Mr. Gordon became 
the first principal of the current Clover High School campus 
dedicated on May 16, 1976.  The graduating class of 1978 
dedicated the yearbook to Mr. Gordon stating that he had indeed 
“served as a superior example of a fair and unbiased 

administrator” . . . who had “the best interests of his students, faculty, and staff at heart.”   The words of this 
yearbook dedication would ring true for many years to come. 

In 1981, Mr. Gordon was named administrative assistant to the superintendent and Director of Programs for 
the handicapped.  In 1984, he became Assistant Superintendent of the Clover School District and would 
remain in this position until his retirement in 1994. 
  
 After a few years of retirement, Mr. Gordon felt the call of the Clover School District 
once again and was elected to the Board of Trustees in November, 1998.  During his 
time on the board, he served as vice chairman and worked on projects such as 

opening Crowders Creek Elementary School, 
Larne Elementary School, Oakridge Middle 
School, Oakridge Elementary School, the new 
Clover Middle School, and the Clover School 
District Community YMCA.   In 2018, Mr. Gordon 
was recognized for 20 years of service to the 
Clover school board by the South Carolina 
School Boards Association. 
  
In addition to his service to the school district, Mr. Gordon and his wife 
raised three children who became proud alumni of Clover High School.  
Two of his three children continue to serve the district today. 
  
Mr. Gordon was truly an inspiration to the district.  He would continue his 
service to the Clover School District until his death in February, 2022.  He 
will be missed in the Clover School district.   

An Alumni at Heart 
Remembering Joe Gordon
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Clover Middle School 

“Making an Impact” 

This year’s theme for Clover School District has been LEARN, LOVE, 
LEAD as everyone – students, teachers, and parents – was encouraged 
to LEARN together and to LEAD the way in a city with LOVE in the 
middle.   Since our town no longer has a newspaper or any type of 
news show, Dr. Quinn challenged each school to share information 
about what was happening in their school - to tell their LEARN, LOVE, 
and LEAD stories.  Clover Middle School decided to focus their stories 
around their school theme of “Make an Impact” and began a series of 
videos featuring how students and staff  

were “making an impact” at Clover 
Middle. The series started with a LOVE story about three alumni coming back to the 
Clover School District to serve as head coaches for volleyball and football. The feature 
was a hit, and Clover Middle School has continued to share their LEARN, LOVE, LEAD 
stories each week. For a complete listing of the topics or to watch the videos online, 
please visit CMS’ website. clover.k12.sc.us/CMS 

Christopher Hugh “Poke” Cobb, a 1976 graduate, was a standout football 
player at Clover High School from 1973 to 1976. Cobb accumulated many 
awards during his years at Clover High.  He was selected twice as all-conference.  
In 1976, Cobb was selected as Clover High School’s most valuable player (MVP) 
and the Shrine Bowl’s MVP.   Cobb rushed over 3700 yards at Clover in his three 
years of varsity play.  From 1976 until 1979, Cobb attended Eastern Illinois 
University on a football scholarship.  In college, he was twice awarded All-
American status.  At Eastern Illinois, he rushed for 5042 career yards, recorded 
6077 all-purpose yards, scored 48 touchdowns, and rushed for over 100 yards 
in 27 games.  By the time he graduated from college, he was the fi fth highest 
leading rushes in NCAA history and led Eastern Illinois to the 1978 NCAA 
Division II National Championship. In 1978, he was inducted into the Eastern 
Illinois Athletic Hall of Fame. 

The Clover School District Athletic Hall of Fame was formed in order to honor those who, by 
outstanding achievement or service, have made lasting contributions to the cause of sports in 
the Clover School District.  In our newsletter, we highlight our Hall of Fame inductees.  This 
month, we’re happy to celebrate a member inducted into the 2015 Hall of Fame.

Celebrating Our Athletic Hall of Fame

https://www.clover.k12.sc.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=14&DomainID=14&ModuleInstanceID=6181&PageID=21&ViewID=C83D46AC-74FE-4857-8C9A-5922A80225E2&IsMoreExpandedView=True&GroupByField=&GroupYear=0&GroupMonth=0&Tag=
http://clover.k12.sc.us/CMS
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Dr. Lacy K. Ford 
University of South Carolina

Dr. Lacy K. Ford, who graduated 1970, left the halls of Clover High School 
to live up to his senior superlative appointment - most intellectual. 

During his time at Clover High, Dr. Ford was an active member of the 
senior class.  He was manager of both the football and basketball teams 
and a member of the Athletic Block “C” Club.  In addition, Dr. Ford was a 
member of the high school band and served as president of the Music 

Block “C” Club and the National Honor Society. He was Chief Marshal and a national merit semi-finalist.  Dr. 
Ford was a member of the Clover Hi-Q Bowl Team that appeared on WSPA’s Hi-Q Bowl as undefeated 
champions.  

Upon graduation from Clover High School, Dr. Ford attended the University of South Carolina (UofSC) where  
he majored in history with a cognate in economics.  He graduated magna cum laude and was a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa. Dr. Ford became a professor of history at UofSC and served as chair of the history 
department from 2007 to 2010. From 2010 to 2016, Dr. Ford became the Senior Vice Provost and Dean of 
Graduate Studies at USC where he was responsible for faculty development and evaluation, tenure and 
promotion, hiring and retention. In addition to these responsibilities, Dr. Ford oversaw the Graduate School, 
the Distance Learning program, and SEC’s Academic Leadership Development Program.  In 2016, Dr. Ford 
took the position as Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and remained in that position until December 
2020.  As Dean of Arts and Sciences, Dr. Ford led UofSC’s largest college with over 9,000 students and nearly 
600 faculty.  

Earlier in his career, Dr. Ford won the Francis B. Simkins Prize of the Southern Historical Association for his 
book, Origins of Southern Radicalism: The South Carolina Upcountry, 1800-1960.  Later he wrote Deliver Us 
From Evil: The Slavery Question in the Old South. In February 2022, Dr. Fords book, Empowering 
Communities: How Electric Cooperatives Transformed Rural South Carolina, was released by the University of 
South Carolina Press. In addition to his books, Dr. Ford edited Blackwell Companion to the Civil War and 
Reconstruction in 2005. Dr. Ford has also published over 30 journal articles on American and southern 
history.  Over the years, he has granted interviews and prepared commentaries on history and politics for a 
variety of media sources such as The New York Times, CBS Evening News, CNN, and NPR’s All things 
Considered.  

Dr. Ford has been a National Endowment for the Humanities Research Fellow twice and an American Council 
of Learned Societies (ACLS) Fellow once.  His work on Deliver Us From Evil: The Slavery Question in the Old 
South won the 2010 Mary Lawton Hodges prize for best book on the South.  In addition to his books, Dr. 
Ford has written a number of articles, essays, and book reviews throughout his career.  

Dr. Ford has definitely lived up to his senior superlative appointment - spending his career learning and 
sharing his knowledge of history.  The Clover Schools Alumni Association is proud to highlight Dr. Lacy K. 
Ford. 

   

Alumni Spotlight 

Alumni Spotlight Nominations 
In each newsletter, the Clover Schools Alumni Association spotlights a Clover High School graduate who has contributed in some 
way to the improvement of our community, state, and/or world. If you would like to nominate someone to appear in the “Alumni 
Spotlight” section, please email us at alumni@clover.k12.sc.us.   

mailto:alumni@clover.k12.sc.us
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Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship Fund 
Donation Form 

Mail to: Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship Fund 
604 Bethel Street 
Clover, SC 29170 

Donation Information: 
Donor(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
    _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone:________________________________________ Class Year:_________________________________ 
The donation is: 
_____ General Donation 
_____ In Memory of (Name). _____________________________________ (Class year, if alumni) ____________ 
_____ In Honor of (Name) ________________________________________ (Class year, if alumni) ___________ 
_____. From the Class of (Year)_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Other (Please Specify)_______________________________________________________________________ 
Tax deductible notification should be mailed to: (All donations will be acknowledged by mail.) 
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please consider sending your donation 
today . . .   
Your donation to the Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship Fund can help 
make the dreams of Clover High School graduates come true.  
Donations to the scholarship fund may be made in memory of 
classmates, teachers, friends and family members, in recognition of a 
special person or occasion, in commemoration of class reunions, and 
more by using the attached form.  The Clover Schools Alumni 
Association is a 501(c)(3) eligible (charitable) organization.  

Clover Schools Alumni 
Scholarship Fund
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